-I T is singular how very little is known by the medical profession of the effects* of the practice of eating opium or drinking laudanum on health and longevity. On the occasion of the Jury Court Trial which will form the subject of the present paper, a large proportion of the practitioners of this city were applied to by the parties for information, and several were examined on the trial; yet it will be seen, that the information communicated consisted of little more than presumptive statements and matters of opinion, and especially that no one had any direct experience on the subject. This ignorance might excite a little surprise, when it is understood that the habit really prevails to a very considerable extent both among the lower orders and better ranks of society,?were it not well ascertained that those in the better ranks who are addicted to the use of opium in general conceal it sedulously from their medical attendants, while in the lower orders an opportunity is seldom afforded of observing its effects with accuracy, as it is often united with the practice of excessive drinking.
The circumstances of the following trial will show that it is an object of some importance to supply this defect in medico-legal toxicology. Insurance companies and their medical advisers ought to make up their minds on the question,? 
